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SUBJECT: TORONTO STAR EDITORIAL OF 28 AUGUST CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT 
OF CANADA REQUIREMENT THAT CANADIAN CABLE TV COMPANIES DELETE U.S. 
COMMERCIALS. 

THE VERY NATIONALISTIC TORONTO STAR IN AN EDITORIAL ON 28 
AUGUST CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA FOR ITS REQUIREMENT 
THAT CANADIAN CABLE TV COMPANIES ELIMINATE THE U.S. COMMERCIALS 
FROM THE AMERICAN PROGRAMS THEY PICK UP FOR BROADCAST IN 
CANADA. REFERRING TO SUCH A DELETION POLICY AS 'CHEAP", THE STAR 
SAYS "WE ARE TAKING THE U.S. PROGRAMS... THE FACT THAT THE BLANK 
TIME LEFT WHEN COMMERCIALS ARE CUT CAN BE FILLED WITH PUBLIC 
SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DESERVING CAUSES IS NOT A 
CONVINCING EXCUSE. AND THE PROPOSAL SOMETIMES MADE THAT WE SHOULD 
GO BEYOND PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS TO RUNNING CANADIAN 
COMMERCIALS, TO EARN REVENUE 

FOR THE TV AND FILM INDUSTRY, SOUNDS REMARKABLY LIKE PIRACY. 

WHEN CANADIANS ARE DOUBTFUL ABOUT THE DECENCY OF THE DELETION 
POLICY, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT AMERICANS ARE DOWNRIGHT ANNOYED". 

THE STAR DOES AGREE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA S NEW LAW WHICH 
REMOVES THE TAX CREDITS FOR CANADIAN COMPANIES 
ADVERTISING ON U.S. STATIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO GIVE THEIR 
ADVERTISING DOLLARS TO CANADIAN TV STATIONS. THE STAR SAYS OF THIS 
LAW:"IT IS NATURAL ENOUGH THAT THE U.S. STATIONS ARE 
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ADVERTISERS, AND THEY HAVE PERSUADED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO TAKE 
UP THEIR CASE. BUT THEY HAVE NO LEGAL OR MORAL ARGUMENT TO MAKE. 

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IS MERELY MAKING TAX LAW FOR COMPANIES 
OPERATING IN CANADA, AND THE UNITED STATES HAS NO RIGHT AT ALL 
TO INTERFERE.'' 

THE STAR EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT ABANDONMENT OF THE CANADIAN 
POLICY OF DELETING U.S. COMMERCIALS FROM TV BROADCASTS MIGHT MAKE 
IT EASIER FOR THE U.S. TO SWALLOW CANADA'S NEW TAX LAW ON 
ADVERTISEMENTS AND "MIGHT BE A REASONABLE WAY TO RESOLVE THE 
TROUBLESOME BATTLE OVER THE TV BORDER." 

DIGGINS 
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